Exhortations for Perseverance and Warnings against Apostasy

Matthew 6:14— 14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but
15 if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Matthew 7:21— 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one

23 who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many
mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will | declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Matthew 10:32— 32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will acknowledge before my Father
33 who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, | also will deny before my Father who
is in heaven.

Matthew 13:18— 18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and

23 does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his
heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in
himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the
word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and
it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

Matthew 24:9— g9 "“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by

14 all nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and
hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to
the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Mark 4:10-20 10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables.
11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for
those outside everything is in parables, 12 so that " ‘they may indeed see but not perceive, and
may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven.’” 13 And he said
to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?
14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is
sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in
them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the
word, immediately receive it with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they
fall away. 18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word,
19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown on the good
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soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a
hundredfold.”

For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”

And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your
Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”

9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that
‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11 Now the parable is this:
The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the
devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be
saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with
joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as
for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 As for
that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good
heart, and bear fruit with patience.

8 "And | tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will
acknowledge before the angels of God, g but the one who denies me before men will be
denied before the angels of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man
will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11
And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be
anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit
will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”

1"l have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put you out of
the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering
service to God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor
me. 4 But | have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that
| told them to you. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with
you.

While | was with them, | kept them in your name, which you have given me. | have guarded
them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled.

13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing
signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed. 14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who
came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet
fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then
they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that
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the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19
saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom | lay my hands may receive the
Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought
you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter,
for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and
pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For | see that
you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for
me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”

21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they
returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must
enter the kingdom of God. 23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church,
with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of
the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to
God'’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. g You, however,
are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 12 So then, brothers,
we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to
the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

19 Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that | might be grafted in.” 20 That is true.
They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not
become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare
you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have
fallen, but God'’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too
will be cut off.

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder | laid a foundation,
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one’s

work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and
the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on
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the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will
suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 16 Do you not know that
you are God’s temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple,
God will destroy him. For God'’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.

12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted
beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you
may be able to endure it.

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then,
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are
weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.
32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned
along with the world.

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize
this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!

6 | am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ
and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9
As we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to
the one you received, let him be accursed.

2 Look: |, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to
you. 3 | testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep the
whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have
fallen away from grace.

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand firm.

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is
God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without
grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in
the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that |
did not run in vain or labor in vain.

Philippians 3:17— 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the
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example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom | have often told you and now tell you even
with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their
belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is
in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly
body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to
himself. 1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus
in the Lord, my beloved.

Colossians 1:21— 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now
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reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation
under heaven, and of which |, Paul, became a minister.

For this reason, when | could bear it no longer, | sent to learn about your faith, for fear that
somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us,
either by our spoken word or by our letter.

18 This charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies
previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith
and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, 20 among
whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom | have handed over to Satan that they may learn
not to blaspheme.

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting
themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars
whose consciences are seared, 3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that
God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of
elders laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all
may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this,
for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household,
he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 11 But as for you, O
man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness,
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were
called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 |
charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the commandment



unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will
display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no
one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for the rich
in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty
of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do good,
to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure for
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is
truly life. 20 O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and
contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,”

2 Timothy 2:10— 10 Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the

13 salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have
died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we
deny him, he also will deny us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny
himself.

2 Timothy 2:24— 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach,

26 patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant
them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses
and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.

2 Timothy 3:1—9 1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will
be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not
loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.
6 For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened
with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a
knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also
oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. g But they will
not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men.

2 Timothy 4:3—4 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.

Titus 1:15-16 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both
their minds and their consciences are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but they deny him
by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

Titus 3:10-11 10 As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing
more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-

condemned.

Hebrews 2:1—4 1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away
from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every
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transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect
such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those

who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by

gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

Hebrews 3:7—4:3 7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts
asin the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, g where your fathers put me to the
test and saw my works for forty years. 10 Therefore | was provoked with that generation, and
said, ‘They always go astray in their heart; they have not known my ways.’ 11 As | swore in my
wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest.’ ” 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an
evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another
every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original
confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts as in the rebellion.” 16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all
those who left Egypt led by Moses? 17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it
not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear
that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they
were unable to enter because of unbelief. 1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest
still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news
came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they
were not united by faith with those who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest,
as he has said, “"As | swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’ ” although his works
were finished from the foundation of the world.

Hebrews 4:11— 11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of

13 disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Hebrews 6:1-12 1 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying
again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of
instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal
judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who
have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come,
6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying
once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. 7 For land that
has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is
cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and
near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. g Though we speak in this way, yet in your
case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation. 10 For God is not
unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving
the saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to
have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators
of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
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Hebrews 10:19— 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of

39 Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through
his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 26 For if we go on
sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume
the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the
evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be
deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood
of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For we
know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his
people.” 31 Itis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 But recall the former
days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33
sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners
with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully
accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better
possession and an abiding one. 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a
great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God
you may receive what is promised. 37 For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and
will not delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has
no pleasure in him.” 39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of
those who have faith and preserve their souls.

Hebrews 12:1—2 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God.

Hebrews 12:15— 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up

17 and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually immoral or
unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that afterward,
when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent,
though he sought it with tears.

Hebrews 12:25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused
him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from
heaven.

James1:2-18 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
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God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask
in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and
tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. g Let the lowly brother boast in his
exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass
away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its
beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 12 Blessed is
the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the
crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is
tempted, "l am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.
15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings
forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can
that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things
needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith apart
from your works, and | will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you
do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish
person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by
works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along
with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that
says, “"Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called
a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in
the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the
messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is
dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man
with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the
earth bore its fruit. 19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and
someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than



gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled
with glory, g obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1Peter5:6-11 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he
may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-
minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. g Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering
are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have
suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

2 Peter1:8-11 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. g For whoever lacks these qualities is so
nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10
Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you
practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for
you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 2:17—22 17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter
darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual
passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in error. 19 They
promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements
of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21
For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than
after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 What the
true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after
washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”

2 Peter 2:4—19 4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed
them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the
ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he
brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is
going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the
sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he
was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); g then the
Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of
defiling passion and despise authority. Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they
blaspheme the glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not
pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like irrational
animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of
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which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong as the
wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and
blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you. 14 They have eyes full of
adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed.
Accursed children! 15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the
way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his
own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet’s
madness. 17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of
utter darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual
passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in error. 19 They
promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.

20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state
has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would have been better for them never to
have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: "The
dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the
mire.”

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without
spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our
beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all
his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are
hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do
the other Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you
are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now
and to the day of eternity. Amen.

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. g If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10
If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

4 Whoever says "I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is
not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we
may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way
in which he walked.

9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 10 Whoever loves his
brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates
his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going,
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. 26 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of

Exported from Logos Bible Study, 12:00 PM April 6, 2025. 11



1John 2:18-19

1John 2:23

1John 3:4-10

1John 3:14-15

1John 4:20

1John 5:16-18

2 John 7-11

3John11

Jude 2023

the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But
they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5
You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who
abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known
him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as
he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of
the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and
he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are
the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.

14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers.
Whoever does not love abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and
you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

If anyone says, "l love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.

16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will
give him life—to those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to
death; | do not say that one should pray for that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that
does not lead to death. 18 We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep
on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of
Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, so
that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. g Everyone who
goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever
abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does
not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, 11 for
whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works.

Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does
evil has not seen God.

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
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that leads to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching
them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the
flesh.
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